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FREE THOUGHTS, Oe. 


ISTEN, my countrymen, toone who 

preſumes toaddreſs you with a freedom 
offenſive perhaps to you, but which the 
times warrant. With the enjoyment you 
muſt reſign the privileges of proſperity ; 
and, inſtead of the accuſtomed acclama« 
tions of joy and victory, you muſt bend 
your ear to the cries of domeſtic woe, and 
the inſults of foreign triumph. Such a 
reverſe raiſes in the minds of Engliſhmen, 
= tumultuous conflict of indignation, 
pity, and deſpair. One laments your 
diſtreſſes; the authors of them are ar- 
. B raigned 


% . * 2 ]- f 
raigned by another; a third yields to de- 
 {pair; and a fourth endeavours to draw 
from adverſity its own antidote. Among 
thoſe of the laſt claſs, does he who now 
troubles you wiſh to appear. He does 
not preſume to inſtruct ; he only withes 
you to receive the inſtruction which ex- 
perience offers: and, conſiſtently with 
your late affociations, to endeavour to 
terminate a war, which you cannot now 
expect to {ce conducted with economy. 
While that reſource remained, you did 
net make peace with America, part 
of your petitions. But ſince your peti- 
tions, by being treated with diſdain, and 
your aſſociations, by being artfully branded 
with that obloquy which certainly would 
and ought to ariſe from their abuſe, have 
been defeated, and you conſequently have 
been plunged deeper in ruin and profu- 
fon; an individual may be excuſed, who 

now reminds you of the neceſſity of end- | 
ing a war which, without œconomy, can- 


not 


* 
not be ſupported, and which, experience 
proves, coercive meaſures cannot terminate 
with ſucceſs. It muſt be acknowledged, 
your apparent ſuperiority once promiſed a 
more fortunate iſſue. : | 


At the commencement of the con- 
teſt, the Americans were divided and 
alone, their forces ill-diſciplined, and 
their coaſt unprotected: your reſourees 
were flouriſhing ; your- army was un- 
impaired in ſtrength, accompliſhed in 
diſcipline, and animated by renown. But, 
alas ! where do the conſequences of this 
ſuperiority appear? Have the moſt boaſt- 
ed of your victories advanced you one 
ſtep in the conqueſt of America; or, 
what every friend of Britain muſt more 
earneſtly deſire, have they produced any 
overtures of peace, or any treaties of 
alliance? No; they are to be traced only 
in the ſufferings of the widow and the 
orphan, who unite in execrating victo- 
e ries 


[ 4 ] 
ries which have encreaſed the calamities 
of the war, without ſhortening its du- 
ration. 


If you could not | prevail then, what 
can yeu expect now, now your enemies 
are experienced in war, and ſupported by 
a moſt powerful alliance? Now,—you 
are without allies, without money, {a} 
and aſſailed by all the great powers of 
Europe. Thus circumſtanced, it is pre- 
ſumption to expect ſucceſs, and madneſs 
to aim at conqueſts, ' Peace, peace ſhould 
be your purſuit. Inſtantly accede to 
the independence of America; and thus 
endeavour to conciliate as friends, thoſe 
whom you have ſo long and vainly en- 

deavoured to conquer. 


_ (a) Notwithſtanding money has been procured to 
carry on the war, every one who conſiders the terms 
on which it has been raiſed, muſt think the nation 
poor, though a few individuals who fatten on her 
| ſpoils, are rich. | 

Your 


„ 

Your reſentment, however violent, or 
howeyer juſt, ought to be abandoned ; 
its gratification being, in your preſent 
circumſtances, not only impolitic, but 
dangerous. Every future effort (like 
too many of the paſt) muſt inevitably 
recoil upon yourſelves ; and any further 
attempt to annihilate the independence 
of America, muſt endanger your own: 
for the ſame inſidious policy which in- 
duced the French to feign an affection 
for the Americans, will continue to in- 
fluence their conduct. They will en- 
courage the reſiſtance of America by 
occaſional aids; but they will not, by 
that unreſerved aſſiſtance which marks 
true allies, diminiſh the force they may 
employ to ſo much greater advantage 
at the iſſue of the conteſt. The ruin 
of the competitors is their object. They 
Will trample upon the exhauſted victor 
as well as the vanquiſhed, and raiſe that 
long- projected fabric, UxIVXRSAL Mo- 
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vaxchv, on the ruins of America and 
Great Britain. If you are become ſo 
tegardleſs of the national ſafety and 
honour, as to look towards this event 
with indifference, continue the war with- 


America. Exhauſt your force in a fruit- 
leſs project, that your European ene- 
mies, who are ready to profit by your 
folly, may not be diſappointed. Though 
your enmity cannot _ regain the affection, 
recall the allegiance, or annihilate the 
independence of America, it may en- 
creaſe her dependence on thoſe who you 


too well know want no acceſſion of 


power; and, to the diſtreſſes of this 
kingdom, it may add the reproach of 
facrificing the liberties of Europe to the 
phantom of American Independence, 


If the growing evils and enereaſing 


calamities of this war admit of any ag- 
gravation, it muſt be derived from the 


extreme miſery and diſtreſs it has al- 
129 ready 


above threeſcore millions of money, is 


ſands who have already fallen victims to 
this prodigality, to have their numbers 
ſwelled by revolving years of fruitleſs 
and improvident profuſion. To thoſe 
who already deplore the loſs of all the 
bleſſings of peace, and the defection of 
above a fiftieth part 5% of the inhabitants 
of this commercial country, from the 
arts of peace and habits of induſtry, jit 
muſt afford - peculiar pleaſure to ſee the 
toilſome ſwain and uſeful mechanic, 
whether compelled by neceſſity, or al- 


(4) * Our armies and navy, in the preſent year 


(1779) employ in actual ſervice, at leaſt one fiftieth 


part of all the inhabitants of Great Britain and Ire- 


land, taken von the large computation of ten mil- 
lions. i 


Eden's Letters to Lord Carliſle, p. 71. 
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lured wn the pomp of war, Sake at 


. diſcretion, aſſume the manners and vices 


of their military affociates, and prey upon 


à ſociety which their happier deſtiny 
enabled them to ſupport. To thoſe 
whoſe hereditary averſion to ſtanding ar- 
mies has been encreaſed by recent oc- 
currences, it mult give great pleaſure to 
obſerve the unprecedented augmentation 
of an eſtabliſhment, in which ſubmiſſion 
to their officers is deemed 4 ſtronger ob- 
ligation than attachment to their king 


and country, /r) and in which, the only 


ſubſtitute for the latter is a diſcipline 
their officers may often want both power 
and * inclination to enforce. © Ruinous 
eſtabliſhment! What ſecurity have you 

(c) L'armee mepriſera 3 & reſ- 


Lone ſes officiers. 
5 _L'Eſprit des * liv. xi. C. Y 


Vide alſo liv. xiii. c. 17, in which Monteſquieu 
condemns the augmentation of forces in the Euro- 
pean Rates. 
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for your rights, or what enjoyment car 
you expect in the poſſeſſion of America, 
threatened on one ſide with the licentious 
rapacity of a diſbanded, and on the other 
with the tyranny and diſorder of an over- 
grown, ſoldiery. Theſe are the ſcourge 
of conquerors ! They repreſs that ambi- 
tion which they contribute to gratify z 
and teach him humiliation, whom they 
have placed in the triumphal car. Were 
your. conqueſts, as extenſive as. thoſe of 
Rome, your fate would be fimilar. Like 
Rome, ſubdued by thoſe ſhe had em- 
ployed to ſubdue the world; you would 
exchange liberty for conqueſt, and op”. 


pineſs for fame (0). 


Seck peace then, before you loſe the 
capacity of enjoying it. Though your 


- (4).Vide Mr. Gibbon's account of the Roman 
veterans, in his Eſſay on the ney of Literature, 
leck. 20, page 35. | 
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conſtituents are faithleſs, there is a power: | 
from which, although it cannot reſtore 
you to ſplendor, you have a right to 
expect relief e. I mean the power of 


(e) This may appear a very extraordinary expe- 
dient. It is, I confeſs,” an uncommon, but by no 
means an abſurd one. You know that the king 
(Black. Com. i. 257) can make peace and war un- 
controlled by parliament, to whom his, miniſters 
| alone are amenable for improper or inglorious con- 
duct in the beginning, conducting, or condudiny 
of a national war. Ia its original form, this power 
reſembled. the mild authority of a parent, rather 
than the ſtern prerogative of a king It held. out 
the oliye branch, when peace became the wiſh of the 
people; ; and when a public wrong was to be avenged, 
cried havoc, and let ſlip the dogs of war. It was, in 
ſhort, the echo of their voice, and modulated en- 
tirely by their wiſhes. If it is otherwiſe now, puniſh 
thoſe who/are. made reſponſible. by the conſtitution ; | 
if it is not, have. recourſe to a power derived from 
you, and held only for your benefit. This will at 
leaſt bring it to a ſhort iſſue ; for it is juſtly ob- 
ferved fuk 2 celebrated Hiſtoriun'®; chat 6 the" prince 
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the crown, Which, being derived from 
you, ought to be exerciſed only for your 
benefit . Whether you ever were in 
greater need of its protection, I ſhall not 
enquire. I ſhall 'only ſay, that when 
peace becomes the wiſh and ages * 
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< who refuſes to be the 12 inftrus his 18 
% to conſider him as the accomplice of his mi- 
6. 57 wg * 

Hailer ant oe enter) iniffo. 1001 
. eee d of the-legillatizres:in ithe utmoſt 
Hounds of it, is limited to the public good of the 
ſociety. It is a power that hath no other end but 


preſervation, and therefore can never have a right 
to deſtroy, enſlave, or deſignedly to Auer the 


ſybjed s O- Ni e 2 | 
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The has bist bah a abeiny power, to 
4& for certain ends, there remains ſtill in the geo- 
ple a ſupreme power to remove or alter the legi- 
flative, when they find the legiſlative act c 
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dhe ſubject, it ought equally to become 


Ts 


ain of the crown. If this wiſh is 
„you will naturally feel an in- 
— attachment to your ſovereign; 
if it is not, you will atleaſt have the 
melancholy ſatisfaction of knowing the 
extent of your dan ger, and the: wanne 
e C 


Tour claim (excluſive of that which 


reſults from the very eſſence of govern- 
ment) to the indulgence and protection 


of the crown, is known to all Europe 1 
which, has ſeen you, in obedience to your 


| ſovereign, but with very little probability 
of ſucceſs, and ſtill leſs of advantage, 


make exertions, which a war, the moſt 
juſt in its origin, the moſt certain and 


deſirable in its event, could ſcarcely juſ- 


tify, Your liberality has known no 
bounds, and your ſubmiſſion has been 
cheerful and unparallelled. Exhauſted 


0 ſuch extraordinary liberality and ex- 


ertion 5, 


ertions, though not at all advanced by 
either, you are called upon to oppoſe 
three powers, each more formidable, from 
its vicinity, ſtrength, and eſtabliſhed re- 
ſources, than that with which you have 
ſo. long been unſucceſsfully engaged. 
Though ready to exert all the power you 
have left, the change of circumſtances 
makes it impoſſible for you to continue 
it in the ſame direction. An inglorious 
peace you diſdain. Vou only deſire to 
throw off incumbrances, that you may 
with effect purſue your natural intereſts 
that is, that you may oppoſe to the alarm 
ing combination of European powers, all 
the force you have left, and regain the 
empire of the ſea, which you have loſt 
in viſionary mene to un the * | 
ae | 


** you are e in chess withes, 
thang) muſt be ſome unnatural bar be- 
tween you and your ſovereign. The rays 
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of royalty-muft be ſome how intercepted; 
andthe ſtream of benevolence muſt in 


forme manner'be turned from its natural 
wen, bo, preferting their 'own power 
Set profperity; and nobiy Tcorvitig tc 
yield their! emoluments to your diſtreſs, 
bout to involve che kg in their co 


ſpiraey againſt the peace ac „ happi neſs,” and 
freedom of his people. It is not haſtily, 


that 1 impute to them - fech deſigns. 


They will be but too apparent, when 


you eonſider that the original object of 
the war has long been abandoned, and 
hat the independence of America; which 
you attempted to deſtroy after you had 


diſclaimed every idea of taxation, has 


o 


mitted. For what then are you how con- 
tending? For an undefined conqueſt ! O 


happy expedient, to ruin the nation, and 


entich a junto! Oppoſed by inveterate 


rebel and ſupported only by timid friends, 


5 10 your 
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| 1s ] | 
your, progreſs: in this wild ſcheme will 
not excced the wiſhes, even of its pro- 
jectors. Tardy even as they can deſire, 
will be your progreſs. Gazette will ſuc- 
ceed Gazette, with the flow ſolemnity 
of funeral pomp; While the rapid ſuc- 
ceffion of loans, contracts, &c. &c. 18 


act 


undermining the conſtitution. o 


If the avowed object of this deftrudtive | 
warfare could poſſibly be of advantage to 
| Great Britain, there would be leſs reaſon 
to impute its continuance to fordid and 
ſelf-intereſted motives. But when it is 
ſuch as to make every unbiaſſed perſon 
dread the accompliſhment of what mi- 
niſters affect ſo ardently to deſire, one is 
at. a loſs whether to aſcribe it more to 
want of foreſi ight, or of integrity. To 
you it is immaterial, whether your cala- 
mities are owing to ignorance or deſign: 
the only difference i is, that the authors of 

them 
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them will in one caſe be objects of con · 
tempt, in the other, objects of deteſta- 


8 


It is but too plain, however, that in 
the preſent war, the governors and go- | 
verned purſue different intereſts. The 
latter, zealous for the honour and inde- 
pendence of Great Britain, dread a con- 
queſt which muſt annihilate both. The 
former, miſled by the deſtructive phan- | 


tom of a ſeparate intereſt, are eager for 
__ an acquiſition, in which corruption will 


expand, and crown influence may be ex- 
| tended, Miniſters know the temper of 
the Americans too well, not to be ap- 
priſed, that if their conqueſt was ef- 


fected, they would not lay down their 


diſpoſitions with their arms, and at once 
renew their former habits | of friend- 
ſhip and confidence. No; ; cher well 


n 
know that American conqueſts can 
de retained'only by force and We 
ho (2/v" 4 bas ; nant 1510) % aim 
0 0 Ap tl b 810 2085 
aA Randingcurdy, Ny s of force. 
they would [ employ, though diſtant 
from the ſeat of empire, is always a 
formidable engine, and would be par- 
ticularly ſo in this inſtance, as by its 
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Of corruption, es will adopt the 
fame ſpecies in America they have 
Þ  fucceffully Practiſed 3 at hoe. As | 
admirer. of the Engliſh | conſtitution, 
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redes thi bas juſt e the 
ruin of Great Britain; and bas in par · 
ticular predicted, that the privilege of 
granting fopplies, which: has given 
riſe to that conſtitutional dependence 
of the cron upon the Huuſe of Com- 


ſecurity which ariſes from the mutual 
controul of its parte, and the juſt 
balance of the conſtitution Fe It 

30 Lak L119; n 0013 170 His 

_ (3)* Nothing could ESE 
dere (and to American liberty inthe ine) than th 
'of che ideay cheriſhed by the Ameti- 
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cans, of having diſtin independent aſſemblies of | 


king, and grant him ſubſidies ; to the utter anni- | 
hilation of the power of thoſe-ancient, and hi- 
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his predictions come to paſs, adieu to 
the boaſted conſtitution of England: 
that famed fabric will be no more, nor 
will any veſtige remain of a conſtitution 
I theory the moſt beautiful of 
any, in practice the moſt approved, 
and, it was once hoped, in duration 
n age og rn 
. 


Ames for the calamities the Ame- 
 rican war has already occafioned, con - 
vinced of the folly of its continuance, 
and foreſeeing conſequences equally 
alarming, whether it proves unfortu- 
nate, or is crowned with ſucceſs, I muſt 
eren _ ww n _ murmurs 


Ae deeeü abit of enen. the 
Britiſh Parliament,” | 

: De Lolme on the Conſtitution of England, 
| : bog, ll, nate (9: 
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1 2⁰ 1 
which it has occaſioned in every corner 
the king. I do not mean you ſhould 
beſet the throne with clamours. I only 
wiſh, that by ſuch a proof of your 
reliance on the gracious difpoſitions of 
your | ſovereign, - you will give him 
an opportunity of juſtifying 'your con- 
| fidence, and of convincing you, his 
affections are not entirely eſtranged. 
He has a right to this confidence. His 
true conſtitutional character entitles 
him to it. He is not placed at your 
head, to make you the inſtruments 
of his power or caprice, but of your 
own happineſs, If he is raiſed beyond 
the ſphere of humanity, he has reached. 
an elevation to which the conſtitution 
never meant he ſhould attain. © Even 
the idea of ſuch a pre-eminence @ught 
hot to be admitted. It will deſtroy 
that confidence which is your mutual 

1151 | . ſupport, 
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ſupport. and introduce diſtruſt and 
jealouſy, the invaciable fore-runners of 


- commotion, / and the ſure ſymptoms 


of decay. Yow will haſten the decline 
of freedom, by preſuming it is gone, 


and accelerate the advances of that deſ- 


potiſm you wiſh to prevent. 


In compaſſion, then, to yourſelyes, 


_ as well as in juſtice to your ſovereign, 


believe your natural union ſtill de- 
rĩdes the arts of intereſted and deſign- 
ing men. Approach the throne with 
confidence, and you will not leave it 
without redreſs. Your wiſhes will 


be proclaimed by the mouth of your 


ſovereigũ, and to him you will feel 
yourſelves indebted for returning peace. 
Thus, by an artifice not unworthy a 
free people, you will render that 
branch of the prerogative the moſt 
attractive which is the beſt, and 
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